
ASCENSION DAY EVENING PRAYER 

Introductory Response  

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  

A light no darkness can extinguish. 

 

Thanksgiving 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,  

to you be glory and praise for ever.  

Raised to your side in honour on high,  

the ascended Christ shows the prints of love  

and bestows on us the gifts of grace.  

As your Spirit renews the face of the earth,  

may we bring forth the fruit of the Spirit  

and reveal your glory in all the world.  

  

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God for ever.  

 

Psalm 47  

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; *  

shout to God with a cry of joy.  

2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *  

he is the great king over all the earth.  

3 He subdues the peoples under us, *  

and the nations under our feet.  

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, *  

the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  

5 God has gone up with a shout, *  

the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn.  

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; *  

sing praises to our king, sing praises.  

7 For God is king of all the earth; * 

 sing praises with all your skill.  

8 God reigns over the nations; *  

God sits upon his holy throne.  

9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *  

with the people of the God of Abraham.  

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *  

and he is highly exalted.  

 



Blessed are you, God of all the earth; you have called us out of every people and nation to be a royal priesthood 

and citizens of your holy city. May our words of praise call the world to turn to the joy of fellowship with you, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading:  Acts 1: 1-11 

 

The Responsory: 

When you send forth your Spirit, we are created;  

you renew the face of the earth.  

When you send forth your Spirit, we are created;  

you renew the face of the earth.  

O Creator of all, how manifold are your works;  

in wisdom you have made them all.  

When you send forth your Spirit, we are created;  

you renew the face of the earth.  

 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 1: 15-23 

 

The Canticle 

A Song of God’s Grace (Ephesians 1.3-10)  

Blessed are you, * the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

for you have blessed us in Christ Jesus *  

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.  

You chose us to be yours in Christ  

before the foundation of the world, *  

that we should be holy and blameless before you.  

In love you destined us for adoption as your children,  

through Jesus Christ, *  

according to the purpose of your will,  

to the praise of your glorious grace, *  

which you freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  

In you, we have redemption through the blood of Christ, * 

the forgiveness of our sins.  

According to the riches of your grace, *  

which you have lavished upon us.  

You have made known to us, in all wisdom and insight, *  

the mystery of your will.  

According to your purpose which you set forth in Christ, *  

as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, *  

things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

The Gospel:  Luke 24: 44-53 

 

  



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers Of The Community 

Let us offer our intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings, saying, 

 ‘God of the prophets, hear our prayer.’  

 

Lift up our hearts to the heavenly places and inspire us to serve you as a royal priesthood.  

God of the prophets, hear our prayer.  

Let all peoples acknowledge your reign of justice and peace and grant on earth the blessing of peace.  

God of the prophets, hear our prayer.  

Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit and renew your church with power from on high.  

God of the prophets, hear our prayer.  

May peace abound and righteousness flourish, so that we may vanquish injustice and wrong. 

 God of the prophets, hear our prayer.  

Help us to proclaim the good news of salvation, and grant us the needful gifts of your grace.  

God of the prophets, hear our prayer. 

 

Additional intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings may be offered in silence or aloud. 

 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he might rule over all things as 

Lord.  Keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of his peace, and bring the whole of creation to 

worship at his feet, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Risen and Ascended Christ, you surround us with witnesses and send us the Counsellor who opens our minds 

to understand your teaching.  Bless us with such grace so that our lives may become a blessing for the world 

now, and in the age to come.  Amen.   

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer  

Being made one by the power of the Spirit and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our 

Saviour taught us, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 

time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

Dismissal 

Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia.                                                                  3 


